ELENA COSTEA

(865) 900 5195 elenacosteaS19@gmail.com
Knoxville, Tennessee, Laurel Avenue 16-15,
Laurel Hall, Room 203, Zip Code 37996

Education
2024 — present: PhD student in Philosophy at University of Tennessee, Knoxville

2024: Course of Theology and Disability at University of Radboud, Netherlands

2022 - 2024: Pursuing an MA in Philosophy of Religion at the University of Innsbruck
(on-line program).

2010 - present: Doctoral Candidate at the University of Bucharest, Faculty of Philosophy.
supervisor: Ilie Parvu, Prof. of Metaphysics and Philosophy of Science, expert on Kant.
Thesis: Ontology and Metaphysics: Kant and Heidegger - analyzing Heidegger's
reading of Kant, with a focus on the phenomenological interpretation of The Critique of

Pure Reason.

2020: BA degree in English and Italian at the University of Bucharest, Faculty of Foreign
Languages and Literatures.
Thesis: The paper investigates the existentialist dimensions in Hemingway's books,
relating it to the work of existentialist philosophers like Heidegger and Sartre.

2008 - 2010: MA degree in Philosophy, University of Bucharest, Faculty of Philosophy
module: Philosophy of Culture
Supervisor: Gabriel Liiceanu, Prof. of Phenomenology and leading translator of
Heidegger's work in Romanian.
Thesis: the topic of subjectivity in Heidegger's work.

2007 - 2008: Erasmus Scholarship in Dijon, France.

2004 - 2008: BA degree in Philosophy at the University of Bucharest, Faculty of Philosophy.
Supervisor: Gabriel Liiceanu, Prof. of Phenomenology and leading translator of
Heidegger's work in Romanian.
hesis: Heidegger's view on traditional philosophy.

2003 - 2007: attended courses of BA program in English and Italian at the University of
Bucharest, Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures.



Academic Work

June 2024: participated in Summer School of Philosophy of Religion, at the University of Navarra, Spain
in Pamplona, Spain

2022: published the paper Anxiety - the Harbinger of Freedom in Being and Time'in the multidisciplinary
journal ASTRA Salvensis, year X, no. 1, 2022.

2015: participated in the National Conference on the Work of Constantin Noica at the University of
Bucharest with the paper The Ontology of Noica. The problem of the element and the precarity of Being.

2014: participated in the "Beyond Nietzsche? Post-metaphysical views on his work" Colloquium at the
University of Bucharest with the paper Metaphysics and Nihilism. A dialogue between Heidegger and
Nietzsche.

Professional Experience

10.2021 - present: AMAIS Association, volunteer English teacher.
I teach teenagers and adults with visual disabilities.
I maintain good communicative relationships with them and I support and encourage
them in this and other professional goals.

10.2021 - 01.2022: JRS Romania, volunteer Romanian teacher.
I conducted online Romanian courses for immigrants, following established pedagogical
models (LSRW).
I took this role in order to facilitate the students' integration and access to their basic
rights and work opportunities.

10.2014 - 02.2015: European Commission, internship in translation (English to Romanian)
Included various trainings and conferences where I learned how to use multiple software
programs for translations.
I perfected my language and translation skills.
I deepened my understanding of European values, especially regarding how people with
disabilities can be integrated as active participants.

2012 - 2013: "Scoala de Valori" (The School of Values) NGO, administration.
My main duties were conducting questionnaires with teenage participants, as well as
translation work and drafting Ethics courses.

2010 - 2011: "Chance for Life" Foundation, volunteer English teacher.
I taught English to children from impoverished and disadvantaged backgrounds.
I maintained good communication with the children and the team.
As a result of the courses, some students went on to study in the UK.



2010 - 2014: "Corneliu Coposu" Foundation, volunteer translator.
I volunteered in order to help promote a figure I consider important and aspirational.
I was interested in how people like Coposu kept and fought for their values in an
oppressive regime.

Skills

Languages:  English - Proficient (TOEFL 101/120);
French - Proficient (TCF from the French Institute in Bucharest);
Italian - Proficient.

Digital: independent PC user (with the help of specialized software for the visually
impaired, JAWZ);
good knowledge of Microsoft Office.

Soft Skills:  emotionally intelligent, empathic;
good conflict manager and mediator;
highly developed communication skills.

About my disability

I was born totally blind, but I am nevertheless an autonomous person. I can move freely in a
building, without assistance, after a short adaptation period. Despite my disability, I have
managed to integrate into and attend regular educational institutions since childhood.



